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TRIBUTE TO GENERAL JAMES E.
CARTWRIGHT

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to GEN James E.
Cartwright, who is retiring after 40
years of accomplished military service.
Since becoming the Vice Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff on August 4,
2007, General ‘‘Hoss” Cartwright has
testified numerous times and provided
expert testimony, leadership, and ad-
vice to Congress, the President, and
the American people regarding our Na-
tion’s security and the future of our
Armed Forces.

General Cartwright hails from Rock-
ford, IL. He graduated from the Univer-
sity of Iowa in 1971 and was commis-
sioned a second lieutenant in the U.S.
Marine Corps shortly thereafter. The
general served as a naval flight officer
in the F-4 and as a pilot in the F-4,
OA-4 and the F-18. His flying career
culminated with command of the First
Marine Aircraft Wing in OKkinawa,
Japan. The general is also a distin-
guished graduate of the Air Command
and Staff College and earned his mas-
ter of arts in national security and
strategic studies from the Naval War
College.

After an assignment as the Director
for Force Structure, Resources and As-
sessment, J-8, on the Joint Staff, then-
Lieutenant General Cartwright was se-
lected for promotion to general and be-
came the first Marine Corps officer to
lead U.S. Strategic Command. While at
STRATCOM, General Cartwright led
the development of strategies during a
rapidly evolving national security en-
vironment, particularly in the areas of
cyber, space, nuclear proliferation, and
missile defense. He reorganized the
command to increase interagency co-
operation and streamlined operations.
As a result of the changes the general
implemented at STRATCOM, the effec-
tiveness of the command for the de-
ployed warfighter increased substan-
tially to meet the new challenges of
the 21st century.

During the last 4 years, General Cart-
wright has served as Vice Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. One of his top
priorities has been to reduce the loss of
American lives in combat by
leveraging technology and stream-
lining acquisition processes to quickly
iver new capabilities to the battlefield.
His efforts to lead the MRAP program
resulted in a 50 percent decrease in
deaths attributed to improvised explo-
sive device attacks.

The general can take pride in many
other notable accomplishments, in-
cluding the integration of technologies
that enabled the destruction of a fail-
ing satellite by a missile for the first
time and the successful raid against
Osama bin Laden.

During his service, General Cart-
wright took every opportunity to rec-
ognize the efforts and sacrifice of the
2.4 million active, guard and reserve
members of the Armed Forces and
their families. He remains actively en-
gaged for the benefit of our wounded
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warriors and always remembers the
families of those who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice on our battlefields. Gen-
eral Cartwright will be remembered for
his strategic intellect and his ability to
drive innovative change. His tenure
leaves a lasting legacy to the Armed
Forces. I appreciate his extraordinary
service to our country and wish him all
the best in the next chapter of his life.

———

NAVAL AIR STATION WHIDBEY
ISLAND

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, as we
celebrate the U.S. Navy’s centennial of
aviation, I would like to personally
recognize the exceptional contribu-
tions of the men and women, past and
present, who have served at Naval Air
Station Whidbey Island.

From the base’s commissioning day
on September 21, 1942, to the present, it
has been the mission-ready men and
women of Naval Air Station Whidbey
Island who have protected the skies of
the Pacific Northwest and projected
power throughout the world.

A long tradition of excellence began
on Whidbey Island during World War II
when it was named Ault Field, in mem-
ory of Commander William B. Ault who
was missing in action following the
Battle of the Coral Sea. During the
war, Naval Air Station Whidbey Is-
land’s patrol planes flew long-range
navigation training missions over the
North Pacific to protect the Pacific
Northwest from the real threat of at-
tack that gripped Alaska and the re-
gion. During this period, the earliest
squadrons of F4F Wildcats, PV-1
Venturas, F6F Hellcats and SDB
Dauntless’s, also etched their place in
U.S. Navy’s distinguished history.

Naval Air Station Whidbey Island
continued their legacy of excellence
throughout each subsequent conflict.
Their patrol planes proved to be para-
mount to successful operations during
the Korean War and their initial de-
ployments to Southeast Asia in 1972.
Today, Naval Air Station Whidbey Is-
land remains the premier naval avia-
tion installation in the Pacific North-
west.

Currently the proud home of the EA-
6B Prowlers, EA-18G Growlers, P-3 Ori-
ons and the EP-3E Aries, I know Naval
Air Station Whidbey Island will con-
tinue to protect not only the Pacific
Northwest, but the whole TUnited
States, for the next 100 years.

In recognition of the past century’s
naval aviation achievements, I would
truly like to thank the men and women
both in and out of uniform and the vet-
erans of Naval Air Station Whidbey Is-
land for their service and sacrifice.

——————
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TRIBUTE TO THOMAS E. “JAKE”
FISHER

e Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, it is with
great pride that I pay tribute to a dedi-
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cated public servant from my home
State of Missouri. Jake Fisher has de-
voted his professional life to helping
others through his work at the Univer-
sity of Missouri Delta Center.

Shortly after graduation from high
school, Jake was employed at the Uni-
versity of Missouri Delta Center as a
farmworker I. From that position, he
was promoted to technician, senior
technician, and research specialist. In
1986 he became the assistant super-
intendent. Three years later, Jake was
promoted to Superintendent of the
Delta Center and continues to serve in
that leadership role today. Next
month, Jake will retire after 50 years
of dedicated service to agriculture re-
search in Missouri.

Besides his work at the Delta Center,
Jake serves on the board of directors
for a number of organizations, includ-
ing Progressive Farm Credit Services
of Southeast Missouri, Pemiscot-
Dunklin Electric Cooperative, M&A
Electrical Cooperative, Associated
Electrical Cooperative, and Pemiscot
County Port Authority. He is a mem-
ber of the executive committee of the
Research  Administrator’s Society.
Along with his service to these organi-
zations, Jake is a 32nd degree Mason
and Shriner.

Due to his selfless efforts, Jake has
received numerous awards, including
the State Farm Management Award in
1981 by Production Credit Association
of Bastern Missouri. He was named
“Man of the Year in Service to Agri-
culture” by the Progressive Farmer
Magazine in 1995 and in 1996 was grant-
ed honorary membership to the Univer-
sity of Missouri Ag Alumni Associa-
tion. He was awarded a lifetime mem-
bership to the Cotton Producers of Mis-
souri in 1997 and in 2000 received the
outstanding staff award by the Univer-
sity of Missouri’s College of Agri-
culture, Food and Natural Resources.
In 2001, Jake was named ‘‘Ag Leader of
the Year’” by Missouri Ag Industries
Council. He was honored with the A.C.
Burrows Service Award in 2009 by the
Association of Missouri Electrical Co-
operatives. In 2011, Jake received the
Agribusiness Service Award from the
Sikeston, MO, Chamber of Commerce.
He was awarded the Frank Stork De-
mocracy Award in 2011 by the Missouri
Association of Electrical Cooperatives.
In 2006, the conventional soybean vari-
ety ‘““‘Jake’ was named for Jake Fisher.

Jake is also a loving and devoted
husband to his wife of almost 50 years,
Shelly, and an outstanding role model
for his daughter, Stacey Kersey, and
for his grandsons, Gunnar Young and
Kasen Kersey.

Thomas E. ‘“‘Jake” Fisher’s career
has been built on character, dedication,
and service to his fellow Missourians.
His accomplishments during his 50
years of loyal service will be felt for
generations to come. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating
this great Missourian and extending
our best wishes as he begins a new
chapter in life.®
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